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A soft palette, layers of texture,
and shimmering surfaces enhance the
European-inspired architecture of
a remodeled ranch.

Fall/Winter 2009
Country French

VALLONE

residential + commercial interiors Page 1 of 5




Country French

ABOVE. A bigher iofline

24 country beech

The moment Kathi Fidel saw this mbling villa's

b Bhizaes, b folt unssporued o Frinon's
picturesgue Lo Valley. Aftes running her hands
ovie the plassor walls i U Phoatix homme and gazing
out thioagh French doom o a backyaed shaded by
ity tyees, ahe waa thoroughly smitten

“Tho archatecture, from the mal to the cabinetry
to Ui ieplaces, el woedsehully oid-Europsen,”

Kaths sy, “Anc the scals was comfortable but not
ntetitabious—E was perect fof "

Bulldes Nancy Brurkhoest and mchitoct Mark
Candelaria had sport months tnsasarming te
dwalling, tsséng th lootprint of the propesty's existing
1560 ranch na mich s possibie, whon Kathi and ber
Fusband, Ray, sloppod cnto the scone. The dessgn tesm
hnd opt the Inyout inrgely intact, then constracted an
upgt-level master st bighlighted by pitched ceilings
and dormes windows: Candalaria smoothed over the
Fvrve xutruction with i Esoade modoled ator the steop
s, bk roolies, wnd manmal trim of n modest
Earopean-style cottage

“Binple pexun cun b th adast

achieve,” Candelaria saiys. “We purposely avosdod the
irgpecbroad loak and alkewesd the small dotalls and

ABOVE: A higher roofline
with dormers subtly
reveals the new upper
level on the remodeled
ranch. RIGHT: Interior
designer Berkley Vallone
used a high-back sofa to
anchor the living room.
“The piece creates a
visual divider between the
living and dining areas,"”
she says. “When you sit

in it, you feel sheltered
and cozy."
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beautiful natural textures to shine through.” Stucco
walls set the backdrop for slate walkways, divided-light
windows, and a shake roof, forging an authentic French

look that teems with understated elegance.

Inside the home, Brunkhorst followed a similar
strategy, designing clean, simple spaces that evoke
the casual warmth of a European farmhouse. Trading
excessive embellishment for uality old-world
artisanship, she chose walnut for the flooring and plaster
for the walls. To create a sense of coziness, she kept
most of the rooms at their original size and left ceilings
at a modest height—no more than 10 feet.

“The house has a beautiful flow to it,” Kathi says. "It's

open for entertaining and family-friendly. And no matter

how many people we have over—whether it's four or
24—it fits the occasion.”

The architectural bones of the house cast such
a warm spell that Kathi was hesitant to dress the

rooms. But interior designer Berkley Vallone trod
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lightly, ushering in a scathing palette of grays, browns In the upstain master suite, Vallone continued the
ancl ereama along with a host of antiques and chic theme of testrained old-workd glamour with a laneiul
upholstered ploces that immedintely put Kethi m ease. oval mitror abaove the plaster fuoplace and a wing

“We didn't want 1o the itecture with atop & glided frame.

the decor,” V ew of texture, rather than emballishad with golden paint serve

strong 3, biting the rooms to kfe.” punctuation marks. “Tha suite makes us fool like we're
‘s light touch shines in the opon-plan living living in a flat in Europe,” Kathi says. “If we had a

ant without

g room. Antique dining chadrs o kitchan, we'd never want to leave! [ts el

the shimmes of an antique  being fussy, Lile the rest of the houss, the historical

c-paintod Vel
chandelior and gilded mistor, while s coffes tablo welded  relarences give the rooma a sense of tmelssaress.”

Evar mindful of the connection betweaen the past and

lightly, ushering in a scothing palette of grays, browns, In the upstairs master suite, Vallone continued the

and creams along with a host of antiques and chic theme of restrained old-world glamour with a fanciful

upholstered pieces that immediately put Kathi at ease. oval mirror above the plaster fireplace and a wing

“We didn't want to overpower the architecture with headboard atop a gilded frame, Black painted side tables

the decor,” Vallone says. “Layers of texture, rather than embellished with golden paint serve as sophisticated

strong color, bring the rooms to life.” punctuation marks. "The suite makes us feel like we're
Vallone's light touch shines in the open-plan living living in a flat in Europe,” Kathi says. “If we had a

and dining room. Antique dining chairs upholstered in kitchen, we'd never want to leave! It's elegant without

metallic-painted velvet reflect the shimmer of an antique  being fussy. Like the rest of the house, the historical
chandelier and gilded mirror, while a coffee table welded  references give the rooms a sense of timelessness.”

together from antique iron gates creates a riveting Ever mindful of the connection between the past anc
textural tableau against the soft backdrop of the sofa's a simpler way of life, the design team crafted the house
French-blue linen-and-mohair upholstery. to encourage alfresco living. Candelaria replaced many
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RIGHT: A dramatic truss
on the rear exterior
conveys the home's
country French charm.

Country French

BELOW: A built-in grill ‘%
and rustic trestle table \"
transform the terrace
off the kitchen into a E >, Tl t{.‘ S
favorite open-air dining a % {,‘

spot. OPPOSITE: Vallone \

paired a plaster capital
with a marble top to
create a table for serving
cocktails.

oy 10 Jome trmcl of whiees

youa vy

existing windows with French doors so nearly every
room has access to a generous rear terrace that runs

the length of the house. "My goal was, and is, to create
a diffe?ent way of living,” Candelaria says, “one where
you can smell the roses and take time to savor simple
pleasures—ijust like they do in Europe.”

Vallone rounded out the architect's vision with
comfortable seating pieces. Oversize wrought-iron
armchairs gather in a conversation circle outside the
family room, while a trestle table for eight is at the ready
off the kitchen. The Fidels and their two children relish
the results.

"“The backyard feels like a European chateau,” Kathi
says. “There's an even balance between the hardscape
and the greenery, so when you're sitting there, it's
easy to lose track of where you are. It completely takes

you away.” ©*
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