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While many of us take in the sexon’s spectache of outdoor lights
from the cocoon of a car, its heater cranked high and scaming
drinks in our hands, that’s nat the preferred approach in the
Arizona desert. At least not for the A famnily of Parsdise
Valley, s town in the heart of metrope eniix, where even
mightfall rarely sends the mes helow 50, On Clirist-
s Eve, Kim and Taber Anderson pack their 4-year-old twims,
Nate ansd Lucy, plos any extended family or fricnds who hap.
pen to be on hand, into an ovenize custom golf cart for their
anmmial tour of lights. Its a cheeky, open-air ride afl the way,

“The godf cart is big enough for an srnm”says Kim, an inte-
rior designer who made the vehiele fenive with a bright red
paint job and weather-resistent uphobtery fabric in polka
dots—a spisited motif that’s smong ber fvorites, “Family and
friends can just pibe in and drive around after dinner to oo
at Christmias big
we've developed fo
wisich so that neighbors enlisted Kim to custoniize another golf
cart for their Gamily, (The carts, mcidentally, are perfectly legal
For toolmg arouind their g e COMMMALY.}

Even stav-at-home celebrations of the season are a Hede dif-
ferent in thesdosert: Outdoor lving spaces are the preferned
setting even in December. "Moot days the temperatire s in the
-7k, 10 whenever we have an oppormniny 1o be outdoors,
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we take it explains Kim, who was drawn 1o the indooe-
outdoor flow of the 1%s-era home when ihe and Taber were
hause hunting six years ago.“The potential fr outdoor living
was 3 hupge fsctor in our falling for this house, We love the cov-
. which we call the “cantina’ We always have huisch
he illustrates, pointing to the outdoor dining rooi,
open to the courtyand but shebered by 3 beamed ceil-
wl warmed with a fireplace. The cantina is casally fur
hed with wicker dining chairs plumped up with striped
cushions i pink and green—a serendipitous tweak on tradi
tiomal green and red thars good year mound—and 4 long table
that scats up to eight, with plenty of space for gratidparents.
“Last year, both grandmothers spear the might [Christmas
Eve]” says Kinn, “It was great to wake up in the moening and
run eut sl see all the presents, with the whole family there
10 celebrate” A full-bodied fir tree with glhnting white lighe,
tery ribbon is the focal

the Christmas morning rinssl of uwrapping gifs
the beginning, the home has embraced an ad-lib
e. When they purchased the property, which spans muore
thais an scre, Kim and Taber didn't have children. Kimb fir
remodeling plar d on adult needs. rospect of
ewins changed viling, “The desgn i Ily evaly.
ing.” Liughs the aothing-i-not-lexible e remod
eled home now sports a tile mof instead of shingles, and succo
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sading where there once was brick. The origimal garage 1 now
a master siste, 3nd 2 new wing provides more bedrooms and a
dining room, which the original plan didn't inclide.

But Kim refised to change two things: proportsans and flow.
“We really liked the layout and size, which were just right,” she
sy, sounding like a real-life Goldilocks. The human wcale—an
aberration for Arrona homes, which lean toward the large-
i even more important now that the couple have chil
iren, " Guesss say the howse feels like people really live here. Its
ot just the toys, but becawse the scale feels o good.” Kim sys.

Yes, but it’s also because the furniture, falsrics, art, and acces-
sories—and how they are all aranged—feel good, o, The
fornitre i 3 lvable mix of comfortable seatng and anigque
accenories and case goods. Fabrics swing towand a mix of pat-
terns or textures. In the master bedmom, its eextures only with
a monochmmatic palette in shades of sand.“But in the patio off
the dining room, 1 loved mixing polka dots and sripes” wys
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K. The living room converation area i clean and simple with
white uphobitery. Pantern 18 an sccent, with bold graphics on an
ottonan and a cotton Fortuny prant on a pair of X-leg sooks.
“The draperics in the kitchen are about as floral as | ever go”
says Kim, “and 10 me, even they feel more graphic than floral”

It the living room, she retained the ceiling beans and dark-
ened the wood floor. And for a good fint impression, she
replaced the front door with one thar's heavier and cusom-
made from indigenous mesquite. “I¢ looks bike an antique but
it's a better fir)” says Kim. Her other design decisions are just as
pragmatic. With young children, she confined her “glam area™
to the nunster bath, where 3 capiz-thell drewing rable exudes
1940 iz *It's ghmorous without being heavy,” she rexsom.

“There is 2 sense of iformality about the Southwest all the
time,

says Kim. And at Christras—with is golf-cart proces-
shons and eamting dining—ie'’s a2 i kicked-back bes.
For more isformation, see sowces oo page 134,
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